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government scarcely know what Porter and Borie are
about. Orders upon orders are received of a most singular
character. Commodore Selfridge, chairman of one of
the boards, sent to the different navy yards to examine the
vessels, has made reports recommending changes in the ves-
sels which exhibit his own incapacity, and at the same time
his desire to please those who sent him on this examination.
As a constructor, L. says he finds it necessary that he should
take lessons of Selfridge to unlearn the lessons, teachings,
and experience of a lifetime. Porter was anxious that L.
should adopt Selfridge's recommendations, but L. said he
could not adopt and make them his; if, however, explicit
orders were given him, he should execute these orders. P.
asked if he would not adopt some. L. said he could not.
"Well, then," said P., "let them go." L. says, however,
he has complied with a request of P. that more sail should
be placed upon vessels of the Algoma class.

Each of these bureau officers is, I see, exceedingly dis-
satisfied, and my sympathies are with them and the staff,
who are each subjected to improper treatment, and I
freely, too freely perhaps, to them and others expressed
my opinions and feelings.

April 10, Saturday. Congress adjourned to-day at noon,
as agreed by resolution. Sumner, Butler, and some of the
extreme Radicals were opposed and would be glad to have
a continuous session. They desire to govern.

The President sent a message to Congress on the sub-
ject of Reconstruction. Congress passed a resolution, or
law, putting the subject in his hands. Morton1 put on
an amendment that the States should not be admitted, or
represented, until they adopted the Fifteenth Amendment
to the Constitution, which is now pending. As if Congress
could override the Constitution, dictate terms to a State,
an4 prescribe conditions on which it should have repre-
sentation! But this is all in character with the disunion
1 Senator Oliver P. Morton of Indiana.